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The Spring School is part of the project “Multilateral Strategic Partnerships” – a pro-

ject funded by the Baden-Württemberg-STIPENDIUM für Studierende – BWS plus, a 

program of the Baden-Württemberg Foundation 
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Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen 

 

 

 

The first Matariki Spring School in Research Ethics was planned after two Matariki Research 

Workshops on this subject had already taken place at the University of Tübingen and Durham 

University.  

 

The first workshop with the title “Research Ethics in the Life Sciences – Agenda Setting for 

Research and Teaching” was organized at the University of Tübingen in 2011 and was the 

first project to be funded by the program BWS plus (Baden-Württemberg-STIPENDIUM für 

Studierende) of the Baden-Württemberg Foundation as part of the Tübingen initiative “Multi-

lateral Strategic Partnerships”. The organizers were Professor Dr. Dr. Urban Wiesing and Dr. 

Hans-Jörg Ehni of Institute of Ethics and History of Medicine and the International Center for 

Ethics in the Sciences and Humanities (IZEW) at the University of Tübingen. Participants 

from all seven Matariki universities took part in the workshop.  

 

The second workshop with the title “Regulating Research in the Life Sciences in a Globalised 

World Project: Case Studies” was organized by Professor Dr. Shaun Pattinson of Durham 

Center for Ethics, Law & the Life Sciences (CELLS) and Durham Law School at the Univer-
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sity of Durham in 2012. This time participants from six MNU universities attended (with the 

exception of Queen’s). 

 

During the following year, the project’s objective was brought into focus in the continued 

exchange between the project leaders from Durham, Uppsala and Tübingen. The general idea 

was to provide an introduction of the basics and the current issues in the field of research eth-

ics by organizing a series of Matariki summer/winter or spring schools for doctoral students. 

Dr. Ehni from the University of Tübingen took the initiative and organized the first Matariki 

Spring School in Research Ethics at the University of Tübingen in April of 2014, which was 

funded by both the BWS plus program and a grant provided by the Tübingen University 

Foundation (Universitätsbund).  

 

Participants (researchers and students) at the Tübingen Spring School 2014 came from the 

universities Durham, Uppsala, Queen’s, Western Australia (UWA), Utrecht, Rotterdam, and 

Tübingen. Presentations were given by all participating professors as well as several doctoral 

students from the abovementioned universities. In addition, students took part in group work 

on the Declaration of Helsinki and on ethics committees in the afternoons. 

 

The spring school brought together experts, early-career researchers, and students (mostly 

PhD) from different disciplines concerned with research ethics, medical ethics and the philos-

ophy of medicine, pharmaceutical law and bioethics, medical humanities, law and bioethics, 

and other areas of medicine and bio-sciences. The Tübingen organizers, Professor  Wiesing 

and Dr. Ehni, invited the PhD students to apply for a PhD scholarship for a research stay at 

the University of Tübingen, provided that the programs coincide with their research interests 

and their schedules allow it. 

 

It is planned to continue the successful format of spring schools on the subject of research 

ethics with further annual summer/winter/spring schools at Matariki universities with funding 

by the DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) 

 

 

 

Contact: 

 

Dr. Hans-Jörg Ehni 

Institute of Ethics and History of Medicine 

University of Tübingen 

phone: +49/7071/29-78033 

e-mail: hans-joerg.ehni@uni-tuebingen.de 

 

Dr. Karin Moser v. Filseck 

Tübingen Coordinator of the Matariki Network of Universities 

International Affairs, University of Tübingen 

phone:  +49/7071/29-77353 

e-mail: karin.moser@uni-tuebingen.de 


